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What good can possibly come from this….

Islam et al.,
BMJ 2021



Shift in Priorities in Patient Care

Bollmann et al., PLOS One 2021
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Poll

To what extent do you agree with the statement: 

In oncology, there are no positive effects whatsoever from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

1) completely
2) mostly
3) mostly not
4) not at all



Effects of the Pandemic on Cancer Care

Positive Negative

Direct

• ? • COVID-19 ass. mortality
• Delay in therapy because of COVID-19 or 

prolonged shedding
• Long COVID

Indirect

• No influenza
• “Choosing wisely” enforced
• New approaches
• Telemedicine and virtual meetings
• Increased focus on disparities
• Increased focus on shared decision 

making
• More research across disciplines
• Rapid vaccination development

• Organisational aspects, shortage in staff
• Shortage in blood products and drugs
• Delayed diagnoses
• Reduced recruitment in clinical trials
• Re-allocation of funds and scientific 

efforts
• Loneliness and mental health issues
• Increase in disparities



COVID-Mortality in Cancer Patients

EPICOVIDEHA

Pagano et al.,
EHA 2021



Prolonged Shedding in Cancer Patients

Avanzato et al., Cell 2020



N=1142

48% women
61 years
7 mo post COVID

18.6% completely free of symptoms

Fernandes-de-las-Penas et al., J Infect 2021



Long COVID in Cancer Patients

Barbui et al., Blood Cancer Journal 2021

125 MPN patients
with COVID-19 who
survived the acute phase



Shift in Priorities in Patient Care

Bollmann et al., PLOS One 2021



Delays in Diagnosis and Treatment

Patt et al.,
JCO Clin Cancer Inform 2020



Delays – Gutenberg COVID Study

10,250 people between 25-88 years of age from Mainz / Mainz-Bingen
https://www.unimedizin-mainz.de/gcs

Proportion of postponed or canceled appointments 
in the COVID-19 pandemic

Personal burden due to postponement of examination 
and treatment appointments by providers



Impact on clinical trials – example pediatric 
oncology

Moreira et al., ASCO Education Book 2021

After dramatic impact in spring 2020 with

48.5% of phase I trials, 
61% of phase II trials, 
64% of molecular platform trials 

closing recruitment in at least one site, 
trial activity picks up again during the 
course of 2020 



Impact on clinical trials

Upadhaya et al., Nat Rev Drug Discovery 2021data pull from March 2020-April 2021



Impact on clinical trials
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Impact on clinical trials

Upadhaya et al., Nat Rev Drug Discovery 2021data pull from March 2020-April 2021



COVID-19 reshapes cancer clinical research

▪ Decentralisation: conducting aspects of trials remotely or at 
local sites

▪ Remote auditing

▪ Omitting nonessential data collection

▪ Beware of adequate representation and diversity in trial 
participants

▪ Higher relevance of real world data

▪ More collaboration

Caruso; Cancer Discovery July 2021
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Choosing wisely

Our change in thinking in terms of priorities driven 

by the urgency of the pandemic reality is, in fact, 

everyday routine oncology practice in LMICs. That 

is one of the reasons this pandemic has not 

brought as much panic to oncology specialists in 

LMICs as we would imagine it to bring given the 

degree of alarm surrounding these discussions in 

resource-rich countries.

Gyawali et al., JAMA Oncol. 2020



Fast research and guideline development



Research across disciplines



Fast Development of Vaccine, 
Fast Assessment

5.4 million people included, 19,543 SARS-CoV 2 infections

Protection rate by complete BNT vaccination 95% for alpha VOC, 79% for delta 
VOC

Protection rate by complete ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 vaccination 73% for alpha VOC, 
60% for delta VOC



No Influenza in Germany

week of the year
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No Infuenza – other diseases also reduced?

Islam et al.,
BMJ 2021



Increased Focus on Disparities

2021 ASCO Educational Book



Impact on Telehealth

Patt et al.,
JCO Clin Cancer Inform 2020



Effects of the Pandemic on Cancer Care

Positive Negative

Direct

• ? • COVID-19 ass. mortality
• Delay in therapy because of COVID-19 

or prolonged shedding
• Long COVID

Indirect

• No influenza
• “Choosing wisely” enforced
• New approaches
• Telemedicine and virtual meetings
• Increased focus on disparities
• Increased focus on shared decision 

making
• More research across disciplines
• Rapid vaccination development

• Organisational aspects, shortage in 
staff

• Shortage in blood products and drugs
• Delayed diagnoses
• Reduced recruitment in clinical trials
• Re-allocation of funds and scientific 

efforts
• Loneliness and mental health issues
• Increase in disparities
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Poll

Regarding the initial statement: 

In oncology, there are no positive effects whatsoever from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

1) I have not changed my mind
2) I am now convinced the effects on cancer care are worse than 
previously expected
3) I now see more positive effects than previously expected 
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Thank you for your participation.

www.cddf.org

CDDF COVID-19 Webinar Series

Treatment of Cancer Patients during the SARS-CoV2 
Pandemic: Learnings and outlook after 18 months

http://www.cddf.org/events/upcoming-events

