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The population of patients with cancer enrolled in the clinical study(s) demonstrating 

benefit often consists of a subset of the general population with access to high 

quality medical care and the economic and social support systems required to 

participate in clinical research. 

The population studied in the clinical trial often differs from the demographics and 

characteristics of the general population diagnosed and living with the cancer.

Significant gaps in clinical trial participation remain, particularly for minoritized 

populations that experience health disparities in clinical care and outcomes.

Diversity in clinical cancer research
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SUBJECT/METHODS: Proceedings and recommended tools to advance the enrollment of representative oncology 

clinical trials, a summary from the Accelerating Anticancer Agent Development and Validation (AAADV) Workshop 

2023. The 2023 AAADV Workshop assembled a panel to discuss “Steps Towards Enrolling Representative 

Oncology Clinical Trials.” Academic, pharmaceutical industry, and decentralized trial experts examined approaches 

from trial development through execution to improve representation and address persistent and inherent barriers. 

The presentations focused on practical tools to advance evidence generation and improve health outcomes for 

oncology patients.

STAKEHOLDER PERSPECTIVE: Panelists from academia, sponsor companies, and experts in decentralized trial 

methods considered the ways to enhance access and enrollment of racial and ethnic minorities in oncology clinical 

trials. Practical strategies emphasized early trial planning specific to the target product profile, the use of available 

tool kits and adaptive learning, and the adoption of models from health authority programs.

CONCLUSIONS: Available tools can be utilized to increase representative enrollment with the end goal of matching 

participation in clinical trials of investigational medicines with the populations who are intended to receive the 

medication or intervention. Prospective planning, innovation, and continuous improvement aim to achieve 

sustainable and representative clinical research.

















The application of decentralized trial (DCT) methods depends on various 
factors. The appropriateness should consider: 1) the clinical feasibility as 
well as its 2) validation in the clinical setting being tested
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